An investigation of perceptions of Prior Grammar Learning (PGL) and Current Grammar Learning (CGL) by UiTM Asasi-TESL students / Afni Anida Adnan by Adnan, Afni Anida
UNIVERSITI TEKNOLOGI MARA 
AN INVESTIGATION OF PERCEPTIONS OF 
PRIOR GRAMMAR LEARNING (PGL) AND 
CURRENT GRAMMAR LEARNING (CGL) BY 
UITM ASASI-TESL STUDENTS 
AFNI ANIDA ADNAN 
Dissertation submitted in partial fulfillment of the 
requirements for the degree of 
Master of Education in TESL 
Faculty of Education 
October 2008 
ABSTRACT 
The decline of the standard of English in Malaysia may be deeply rooted in the 
preparedness of trainee teachers upon enrolling in a TESL course to study grammar 
extensively and explicitly. This study investigates perceptions of Prior Grammar 
Learning (PGL) and Current Grammar Learning (CGL) among 43 Asasi TESL 
students in Universiti Teknologi MARA (UiTM). The teaching and learning of 
grammar in universities for Pre/Asasi TESL courses is often a 14-week course of 
study and often, the treatment towards this subject is slightly different from the CLT 
approach in schools. This may lead to some challenges to Asasi TESL students as 
they are now required to recognize and analyze grammatical rules and learn grammar 
in an explicified manner. This study looks into the students' perceptions of the 
different requirements required of them as grammar students. The instrument used in 
this study is a 64 item questionnaire that looked at the students perceptions of learner 
anxiety, preparedness and metalinguistic knowledge and other aspects. This study 
reveals that out of 30 paired-sample items, 16 items showed significant changes in 
perceptions. These included differences in the subjects' perceptions of their ability to 
formulate and analyze rules. There were also significant shifts in the enjoyment and 
ease in learning grammar factors. All these findings revealed that there should be 
improvements made to the learning and teaching of grammar to better address the 
challenges faced by the Asasi TESL students. 
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ABSTRAK 
Tahap penguasaan Bahasa Inggeris yang rendah mungkin berpunca daripada perlunya 
kajian tentang kesediaan individu yang bercadang mengikuti kursus Pengajaran 
Bahasa Inggeris sebagai Bahasa Kedua (TESL) mempelajari tatabahasa dengan lebih 
mendalam dan dengan lebih terperinci. Kajian ini mengkaji langkah pertama ke arah 
pembelajaran terperinci itu, iaitu dengan melihat kepada jurang persepsi dan tabiat 
pembelajaran 43 pelajar Asasi TESL Universiti Teknologi MARA di antara waktu 
mereka meninggalkan alam persekolahan sehingga mereka memasuki program Asasi 
TESL. Program Asasi TESL merupakan program 14 minggu di kebanyakkan 
universiti. Lazimnya, pengajaran tatabahasa di dalam program Asasi TESL ini 
berlainan daripada pengajaran secara komunikasi (CLT) di sekolah. Ini mungkin 
menjadi kekangan kepada pelajar Asasi TESL untuk mendalami pembelajaran 
tatabahasa secara terperinci kerana mereka kini perlu mengenali dan menganalisa 
peraturan tatabahasa dan mempelajari tatabahasa dengan cara terperinci. Kajian ini 
menyelidik tentang perbezaan persepsi pelajar terhadap keperluan berlainan yang 
diperlukan di dalam program Asasi TESL. Instrumen yang digunakan adalah soal 
selidik yang mempunyai 64 item yang mengkaji perubahan persepsi dari pelbagai 
sudut seperti kesukaran pelajar, kesediaan, serta pengetahuan metalinguistik. Kajian 
ini menunjukkan bahawa daripada 30 item 'paired-sample', 16 item mempunyai 
jurang persepsi yang besar. Ini meliputi perbezaan dari segi persepsi subjek tentang 
kebolehan mereka mencipta dan menganalisa peraturan tatabahasa. Terdapat juga 
jurang signifikan dari segi faktor kesukaan dan kesenangan belajar tatabahasa. Hasil 
kajian ini menunjukkan perlunya ada penambahbaikan terhadap pembelajaran dan 
pengajaran tatabahasa untuk mengatasi kesukaran mempelajari tatabahasa yang 
dihadapi oleh pelajar Asasi TESL. 
iv 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
First and foremost, Syukur Alhamdulillah to Allah s.w.t for granting me the health, 
courage, will, strength and time to finish this. 
Thank you also to my unbelievably accommodating supervisor, Associate Professor 
Dr. Richard Holmes, for all his help and for silently putting up with my inefficiency. 
I cannot thank you enough. 
To Dr. Faizah Abdul Majid, the Head of Postgraduate Studies, Faculty of Education, 
thank you for pushing my colleagues and me. Your efficiency puts us to shame. 
My heartfelt thanks also to the Dean of the faculty, P.M Dr. Normah Abdullah and 
the Deputy Dean (Academic Affairs) PM Dr. Nor Aziah Alias for all that you've 
done to help me in completing this dissertation. 
I would also like to express my deepest gratitude to all the other lecturers in the 
Faculty of Education, especially Professor Dr. Hazadiah and Professor Dr. Habibah 
Ashaari, not forgetting Associate Professor Dr. Abu Bakar Ibrahim, Associate 
Professor Dr. Gurnam Kaur, and Dr. Zainab Mohd Noor. I'll always see you as the 
best, most inspiring teachers I've ever had. 
This dissertation would also not have been possible without the help of these very 
special people: 
My mother, Farida Ismail, who never lost hope on me, and my father, Adnan b. 
Omar, without whose strict demeanor I'd have probably been left unchecked and 
dropped out of school. Also, my one and only sibling, my sister Afiza whose 
nonchalant way in showing support I've come to appreciate. Sorry I took so long. 
My wonderful, students- my inspiration, before, now and always. 
My friends during this struggle - Darleen, Azelin, Ezareen and Syahrin, who taught 
me about friendship, Faridah, Mariam, Shafezan, Khairuliza, Anuar, Yati, Ena, Arba, 
and Khalil. If I had to do it all over again, you're still the friends I would choose. 
Also, thank you to Shanina, Linda and Syufi, my inspiration to get up and stand again 
.To Mahadi Kamaludin - the one who made me realize that dreams can come true, 
Shima, Munirah, Shahrudin and Badrul- thank you for your support and prayers. 
Lastly, thank you, Tutu simply for being there and never judging me. 
v 






Table of Contents vi 
List of Tables ix 
List of Figures xi 
List of Abbreviations xii 
CHAPTER 1 : INTRODUCTION 
1.0 Background of Study 1 
1.1 Statement of Problem 4 
1.2 Objectives of the Study 6 
1.3 Research questions 7 
1.4 Limitations of the Study 7 
1.5 Significance of the Study 8 
1.6 Definition of terms 9 
1.7 Conclusion 11 
CHAPTER 2 : REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 
2.0 Introduction 13 
2.1 Definitions of Grammar 15 
2.2 Grammar in the KBSM Classroom 16 
2.3 Pedagogical Grammar and the Trainee Teacher 18 
2.4 Arguments on the 'Explicit' Teaching of Grammar 19 
2.5 Previous Studies on Trainee Teachers' Perceptions on Grammar 20 
and Metalinguistic Abilities 
2.5.1 Perceptions on Grammar 21 
2.5.2 Metalinguistic Awareness and the Trainee Teacher 22 
2.5.3 Use of (Grammar) Terminology 22 
2.5.4 Learning Grammar as a TESL Student 23 
2.6 Other Considerations in TMA of Grammar 24 
2.7 Conclusion 26 
vi 
